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Abstract

The aim of this study is to shed light on future academic studies on this subject by evaluating the
postgraduate theses published on public education centres in terms of thematic, methodological and
statistical analysis techniques. Qualitative research method was used in the study. Content analysis was
used in this study in which the theses in the field of public education centres in the National Thesis Centre
database of the Council of Higher Education were examined. In this study, theses were scanned from the
National Thesis Centre database of the Council of Higher Education by specifying the keyword "public
education centres" without specifying the year. As a result of the search, it is seen that a total of 43
postgraduate theses were conducted between 1983 and 2023. No sample selection was made in the study
and the entire study population was reached. Therefore, 43 postgraduate theses constitute the study group
of the research. The "Publication Classification Form" developed by the researchers was used to analyse
the theses included in the study. This form was analysed under seven main headings to reveal the year of
publication, type, subject, university, language of publication, method and study group of the theses. When
the results of the research are analysed, it is seen that 43 theses were made in 40 years, theses consisted

only of master's theses, and the most theses were made on education and training. Quantitative studies were
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mostly conducted in the researches. When the universities where the researches were conducted are
examined, it is seen that most of the studies were conducted at Gazi University, more trainees were selected
as the study group in the researches and their opinions were consulted. The fact that public education centres
provide services for trainees may have caused the studies to focus on them. In addition, it is seen that there
are also studies on master trainers, managers and teachers working in Public Education Centres. Taking
opinions from different segments such as parents and citizens may contribute to the structuring of public
education centres and the revision of course programmes. It is seen that the publication language of the
theses is mostly Turkish. It is understood that only English is used as a different language and there are no
theses written in other languages. Theses to be written in languages other than Turkish will cause interest
in these studies at the international level and may lead to the emergence of proposals for joint studies from

different countries.
Key words: Public education centres, non-formal education, content analysis.

Tiirkiye’de Halk Egitim Merkezleri ile Ilgili Yapilan Tezlere Yonelik Bir icerik Analizi
Ozet

Bu aragtirmanin amaci, halk egitimi merkezleri ile ilgili yayinlanan lisansiistii tezleri tematik, metodolojik
ve istatistiksel coziimleme teknikleri acisindan degerlendirerek, bu konuda gelecekte yapilacak olan
akademik caligmalara 1s1k tutmaktir. Arastirmada nitel arastirma yontemi kullanilmigtir. Yiiksekogretim
Kurulu Ulusal Tez Merkezi veri tabaninda halk egitim merkezleri alaninda yapilan tezlerin ele alindigi bu
arastirmada igerik analizi kullanilmistir. Bu ¢alismada, Yiiksekdgretim Kurulu Ulusal Tez Merkezi veri
tabanindan yil belirtmeksizin “halk egitim merkezleri” anahtar sozciigii belirtilerek tezler taranmistir.
Yapilan tarama sonucunda 1983-2023 yili arasmmda yapilan toplam 43 lisansiistii tez yapildig
gorilmektedir. Calismada 6rneklem se¢imine gidilmemis ve ¢alisma evreninin tamamina ulagilmistir.
Dolayisiyla 43 lisansiistii tez, arastirmanin ¢aligma grubunu olusturmaktadir. Aragtirma kapsamina alinan
tezlerin analizini yapmak i¢in arastirmacilar tarafindan gelistirilen “Yayin Siniflama Formu” kullanilmisgtir.
Bu form, Tezlerin; yaywin yiuli, tiirii, konusu, yapildigy iiniversite, yayin dili, yontemi, ¢alisma grubu ortaya
cikaracak sekilde yedi temel baslik altinda incelenmistir. Aragtirmanin sonuglarina bakildiginda toplam 40
yil igerisinde 43 tez yapilmis, tezler sadece yiiksek lisans tezlerinden olusmus, en fazla egitim ve 6gretim
konularinda tez yapildigmi goriilmektedir. Arastirmalarda daha ¢ok nicel c¢aligmalar yapilmistir.
Arastirmalarin yapildig1 iiniversitelere bakildiginda, en fazla ¢alismanin Gazi Universitesinde yapildigini,
aragtirmalarda ¢alisma grubu olarak daha c¢ok kursiyerlerin secildigi, onlarin goriislerine bagvuruldugu
goriilmektedir. Halk egitim merkezlerinin kursiyerlere yonelik hizmet vermis olmalari, arastirmalarda
onlarin lizerine ¢aligmalarin yogunlagsmasina neden olmus olabilir. Ayrica, Halk Egitimi Merkezlerinde

caligan usta Ogretici, yonetici ve 6gretmenler tizerine yapilan ¢aligmalarin da oldugu goriilmektedir. Veli,
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vatandas gibi farkli kesimlerden de goriisler alinmasi halk egitim merkezlerinin yapilanmasina, kurs
programlarinin yeniden revize edilmesine katki sunabilir. Tezlerin yaymn dilinin ise ¢ogunlukla Tiirkce
oldugu goriilmektedir. Farkl1 dil olarak sadece Ingilizce yazildig1, baska dillerde yazilan tezlerin olmadig1
anlasilmaktadir. Tirkce’nin diginda yazilacak tezler, uluslararasi diizeyde de ilgi bu ¢aligmalara ilgi
gosterilmesine neden olacak, belki de farkli iilkelerden ortak ¢aligmalar yapilmasi tekliflerinin dogmasini

saglayabilir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Halk egitim merkezleri, yaygin egitim, igerik analizi.

Introduction

Educational institutions have great duties in order to follow technological developments which are
in constant innovation and progress and to benefit from the opportunities they offer. For example,
the public should be able to adopt these developments and apply them in their lives, to be in
harmony with the society in which the person lives, to keep their knowledge alive and constantly

renew it, and to have a profession.

This changing world order brings with it a number of problems and human beings are personally
affected by these problems. The task of education immediately appears here because education
should ensure the adaptation of human beings to changing conditions. Therefore, education itself

should be in constant development and innovation.

Education is the formation or change of desired behaviours in individuals in line with a certain
goal. This behaviour change is called "learning”. However, this is not a single learning; it is a
conscious learning directed in line with certain objectives. Education does not only include the
learning that we see in schools within a certain plan; it also includes unplanned learning in which

both society and family are effective.

If we want to develop in the economic and social field, education is one of the most important
elements for us. Development, on the other hand, is the pursuit of certain economic and social
policies in order to improve the living conditions of the people ruled by those who hold the state
administration. In underdeveloped countries, human resources have not been sufficiently

developed because development depends on the utilisation of manpower and this is mostly through

329



1JSS, 2023, Volume 7, Issue 32, p. 327-341.

education. Therefore, developing countries should attach great value to education in order to

develop.

Education is responsible for the political, economic, cultural and social development of society
because it is the main task of education to bring the individual and the community in which that
individual lives to the desired level of life and to organise individuals in this direction and to solve
the problems encountered while organising individuals. As Ates (2008) states, whatever a person's
competence or inadequacy is, he/she needs help in order to reach his/her personal life goal and to
reveal and use his/her hidden powers. This is best done through education.

As Saricam (2013) says, raising the members of the society in line with the demands of that society
and in a way that will ensure development; improving the quality of life of individuals and
fulfilling their duties and responsibilities in the society in the most effective way depends on the

education received by the individual in this regard."”

Education is divided into two as formal education and non-formal education. Formal education is
education that takes place in officially recognised educational institutions according to a regular
programme. In this type of education, students take courses in a physical space such as schools or
universities and follow a set curriculum. Formal education is the form of education offered by
public or private schools, colleges and universities. These institutions manage the educational
process through courses, interactions between teachers and students within the framework of a
specific programme and curriculum. In this education, lessons usually take place during set class
hours over a period of time and are delivered by teachers face-to-face or sometimes online, and
involve a regular teaching programme and a specific discipline. Students interact with other
students in the classroom environment, receive live lectures from teachers, participate in laboratory
work or utilise school resources. Formal education generally refers to an education process starting
from childhood and extending to university or higher education level (Hasgl, 2023). Non-formal
education, on the other hand, is a type of education in which an individual can receive the education
he/she needs and wants at any time of his/her life without any age, time and place limitations. Non-
formal education enables individuals to complete their incomplete education in line with the
general aims of national education; helps them to take their existing education to the next level;

updates their knowledge; enables them to acquire a new profession. It contributes to the personal
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development of the individual and makes leisure time more productive. It also has a

complementary role to formal education (Murat, 2009; Ultanir & Ultanir, 2005)

Non-formal education is continued in the same direction with formal education. It is an effective
tool for social change and economic development. It is highly effective in teaching citizens how
to read and write, completing their incomplete education, protecting and developing our cultural
values, enabling individuals to utilise their leisure time in the most effective way and making it a
habit, and ensuring that citizens are employed depending on economic developments. Ergun,
Ergezer, Cevik and Ozdas (1999) state that non-formal education can be conducted in all
institutions and organisations. Therefore, non-formal education can be provided in many
institutions. Institutions providing formal education can also organise and implement non-formal
education activities. Courses opened by schools are for this purpose. Sometimes non-formal
education institutions can also be opened in formal education institutions. For example, we see

that practical girls' art school is opened in girls' vocational high schools.

Man is a learning being as long as he lives. Just as individuals are not equal, it is inevitable that
learning styles and methods will vary. When we consider these changes, the socio-economic status,
family status, and educational readiness of learners also vary. In the formal education system,
schools with certain age limitations and a certain environment are indispensable for education.
What about other individuals? When we think about where those who cannot be educated, those
who cannot read, those who cannot read, those who are excluded from the society by their own
will or by being exposed to other conditions will receive education, non-formal education
institutions that try to provide education without the need for environment or material come into
play with the slogan 'Education anytime, anywhere'. The non-formal education needed by
individuals in our society is provided by public education centres. They deliver this education to

individuals in provinces, districts and neighbourhoods where society needs it.

Public education has the characteristic of integrating out-of-school education without
discriminating between people. All out-of-school education falls within the scope of public
education and complementary programmes are implemented in the fields of economy, society and
culture based on the needs, life demands and cultural levels of people in public education.
Therefore, public education is a system that makes educational activities continuous in a wide area

and throughout life (Gedikoglu, 1991). Public education has developed itself based on the
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emerging needs of individuals who have to live in communities. One of its aims may be to help
citizens who are excluded from society and who are different from other individuals in some ways
to fit into the social order. Another aim may be to further develop the skills of people who have

different equipment from other people and to raise them to the level of mastery.

Public education provides individuals with the ability and enthusiasm to finish school by
completing the deficiencies of the educational experiences they have left behind. The conditions
for graduation from schools are not different from normal formal education, and are even clearer
and more understandable due to the credit system. These trainings are the education process in
which various types of trainings are provided for a specific purpose in the light of the needs of the
society, and these trainings are carried out in accordance with the calendar and hours determined

by the institutions, and those who request them receive a certificate in return if they are successful.

The aim of this study is to shed light on future academic studies on this subject by evaluating the
postgraduate theses published on public education centres in terms of thematic, methodological
and statistical analysis techniques. In this direction, answers to the following questions were

sought.
Theses Done;
1. in which year,
2. in which type of thesis,
3. on which subject,
4. by which method,
5. at which university,
6. with which study group (population and sample),

7. in which language was it written?
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Method

Qualitative research method was used in the research. Content analysis was used in this study in
which the theses in the field of public education centres in the National Thesis Centre database of
the Council of Higher Education were examined. Content analysis is a research technique that
consists of organising, classifying, comparing and drawing theoretical conclusions from texts
(Cohen, Manion, & Morrison, 2007). In addition to these aspects, content analysis was preferred
in this study because it brings together similar data within the framework of certain concepts and
themes and transforms them into a form that the reader can understand (Bauer, 2003; Fraenkel,
Wallen & Hallen, 2012; Yildinm & Simsek, 2005).

Working Group

In this study, theses were scanned from the National Thesis Centre database of the Council of
Higher Education by specifying the keyword "public education centres” without specifying the
year. As a result of the search, a total of 43 postgraduate theses between the years 1983-2023 were
found (Appendix 1). In other words, no sample selection was made in the study and the entire
study population was reached. Therefore, 43 postgraduate theses constitute the study group of the

research.
Data Collection Tool

"Publication Classification Form" was used to analyse the theses included in the research. This
form was developed by the researchers. The theses were analysed under seven (7) main headings
to reveal the year of publication, type, subject, university, language of publication, method, study

group (population/sample).
Analysing the Data

In this study, both content analysis and descriptive analysis techniques were used to analyse the
data obtained. In content analysis, it is aimed to reach concepts and relationships that can explain
the collected data. The collected data must first be conceptualised, then organised in a logical way
according to the emerging concepts and the themes explaining the data must be determined. The
data summarised and interpreted in descriptive analysis are subjected to a more in-depth process

in content analysis, and concepts and themes that cannot be noticed with a descriptive approach
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can be revealed as a result of this analysis. According to this analysis, the data obtained are
classified and interpreted according to predetermined themes (Yildinm & Simsek, 2016).
Therefore, it was deemed appropriate by the researchers to use descriptive analysis and content

analysis together in the study.

While searching from the database of the National Thesis Centre of the Council of Higher
Education, data were obtained by selecting the options of (1) year of publication, (2) type, (3)
subject, (4) university, (5) language of publication of the theses; in addition, the theses included in
the study were examined in detail and data on (6) method, (7) study group (population/sample)
were also collected. In the examination of the theses; the seven categories mentioned above were
predetermined by the researchers. In line with these categories, descriptive analyses were carried
out on which year, which type of thesis, which subject, which method, which university, which
study group and which language the theses were written in. The data obtained as a result of the
analyses were put into charts. The process of analysing and interpreting the research in theses was
carried out in four stages: (1) naming, coding and extraction stage, (2) category development stage,
(3) validity and reliability stage, (4) reporting stage (Hatipoglu, Ozkan Hidiroglu & Tok, 2018;
Dogan & Tok, 2018).

Findings

In this part of the study, the analyses of the theses published in the database of the National Thesis
Centre of the Council of Higher Education are presented in line with the categories determined
and the findings obtained. Table 1 shows the findings related to the year of publication, type,
subject, university, language of publication, method, study group (population/sample) of the

theses.

According to the data obtained from the National Thesis Centre database of the Council of Higher
Education, it is seen that all of the postgraduate theses on public education centres are master's

theses. It is thought-provoking that there is no doctoral thesis on this subject.

The first thesis was conducted in 1983. Three years later, another thesis was conducted, but the

third thesis was conducted exactly 10 years later. This is a very long period of time. At this date,
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3 theses were conducted, followed by one thesis each in 1997 and 1998 respectively. The number
of theses conducted between 1983-2001 is 8 in total. In 2003 and 2005, three theses were made,
and the total number of theses made between 2003 and 2010, i.e. in seven years, is 12. It is seen
that 23 theses were written in the 13 years between 2011-2023, the most theses were written in

2019, and the number of theses written in that year was 5.

When we look at the thesis subjects, we see that the most theses were made on education and
training (24). Then, theses were made on handicrafts (8), public administration (2), fine arts (2)
respectively. In addition, it is seen that theses have been conducted on clothing industry technical
education (1), journalism (1), nursing (1), labour economics and industrial relations (1), sports
(1) and public health ().

Quantitative studies were mostly conducted in the researches. It is seen that 35 theses were
conducted using this method and 6 theses were conducted using qualitative method. Mixed method

was preferred in one thesis.

When we look at the universities where the researches were conducted, it is possible to say that
the most studies were conducted at Gazi University with 18 studies. Afterwards, Bogazici (4),
Ankara (4), Bartin (3), Marmara (2), Hacettepe Universities (2) come respectively. After that, we

see that one study was conducted in 12 different universities.

In the theses, it is seen that the study group is mostly trainees. In a total of 33 theses, trainees were
included in the study. Then master trainers/teachers (6) come next. Managers were also consulted

in two studies. Document analysis/literature review was conducted in two studies.

When the publication language of the theses is analysed, it is seen that only 6 theses were written
in English. We see that all of the remaining theses were written in Turkish. There is no thesis

written in another language.

Table 1. Findings Related to the Theses Included in the Study

Thesis . . Study L
E— - Method  University Name Publication
Year Type Subject Group Language
1983 (1) Yik. Lis. (43) Education and Training Quantitative  Gazi (18) Trainee (33) Turkish (37)
1986 (1) Doktora (0) (25) (36) Bogazici (4) Teacher (6) English (6)
1996 (3) Handicrafts (8) Qualitative Ankara (4) Manager (2)
1997 (1) Public Administration (2) (6) Bartin (3) Document
1998 (1) Fine Arts (2) Karma (1) Marmara (2) review (2)
2001 (1) Clothing Industry Hacettepe (2)
2003 (3) Technical Education (1) Firat (1)
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2005 (3) Journalism (1) Atatiirk (1)

2006 (2) Nursing (1) Selguk (1)

2008 (3) Labour Economics and Halic (1)

2010 (1) Industrial Relations (1) Canakkale 18 Mart (1)
2011 (3) Sport (1) Gaziantep (1)
2012 (1) Public Health (1) Yalova (1)

2014 (4) Bursa Uludag (1)
2015 (1) Kocaeli (1)

2016 (2) Pamukkale (1)
2017 (1) Munzur (1)

2018 (1)

2019 (5)

2020 (1)

2021 (1)

2022 (2)

2023 (1)

TOPLAM 43

Conclusion, Discussion and Suggestions

In this part of the study, the results of the findings of the research are discussed and various
suggestions are given. When the year of publication, type, subject, university, language of
publication, method, study group (population/sample) categories of the theses within the scope of

the study are examined,;

According to the database of the National Thesis Centre of the Council of Higher Education, it is
seen that the first thesis is the study titled "Determination of Knowledge Levels of Trainers and
Trained in Ankara Public Education Centres on Mother and Child Health and Family Planning"
conducted by Ogiin (1983) in 1983. From that date until 2023, i.e. within 40 years, a total of 43
theses were made, and the fact that there is approximately one thesis per year shows the lack of
interest in this field. However, as in every country, great responsibilities are imposed on non-
formal education and public education centres, which are the institutions where this education is
mostly provided. Both the country and the citizens of the country have a great need for these
institutions, and these institutions attract great interest from all segments. Universities should show
a more intense interest in these institutions where people who are out of formal education or who
have left their education unfinished or who want to improve themselves, increase their job
opportunities and create a wider social environment receive education. Studies to be carried out in

this field will contribute to the development of public education centres, to review some ordinary
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course programmes, to determine the needs of trainees and instructors, to make arrangements in

line with the determined needs and to increase the interest in these institutions.

It is also interesting that the theses on public education centres consist only of master's theses. It
is seen that doctoral studies are not included in this subject. However, including more in-depth
doctoral studies can make significant contributions to the field. It may be effective for field experts
who advise theses at universities to show interest in these issues and direct their students to study

in the field of public education centres.

When the thesis topics are analysed, it is seen that most of the theses are on education and training.
It is understood that more attention is paid to this subject. Perhaps, the thought that it is necessary
to concentrate more on this field may have led to the excess of education and training studies.
However, studies in different fields can also increase the attractiveness of public education centres

and the interest in these institutions.

Quantitative studies were mostly conducted in the researches. This situation also shows itself in
different studies. When Hatipoglu, Ozkan Hidiroglu & Tok (2018) and Dogan & Tok (2018)
examined the articles published in journals in the fields of educational sciences and educational
administration by content analysis, it is seen that quantitative studies are more common in the
articles in both studies. However, sometimes in-depth research of public education centres by

conducting qualitative or mixed design studies may lead to more interesting results.

When the universities where the studies were conducted are examined, it is seen that the most
studies were conducted at Gazi University. The fact that these studies are conducted more in this
university may be due to the fact that there is more interest in non-formal education and public
education in this institution. Increasing these studies in other universities may provide different

perspectives.

In the studies, it is seen that trainees are mostly selected as the study group and their opinions are
mostly consulted. The fact that public education centers provide services for trainees may have
caused the studies to focus on them. In addition, it is seen that there are also studies on master
instructors, administrators and vocational teachers affiliated to the Ministry of National Education
working in Public Education Centers. Taking opinions from different segments such as parents
and citizens may contribute to the structuring of public education centers and the revision of course

programs.
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It is seen that the language of publication of the theses is mostly Turkish. It is understood that only
English is used as a different language and there are no theses written in other languages. Theses
to be written in languages other than Turkish will cause interest in these studies at the international

level and may lead to the emergence of proposals for joint studies from different countries.
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